

Kindergarten Welcome Night
January 30, 2023


Addams  Elementary and Early Childhood Center 







Meet our Addams Staff


Kindergarten Teachers:
Mrs. Katie Masterson- DK
Miss Katie Bontumasi
Miss Lauren Parker
Miss Gillian Young
Miss Jan Mecano


Principal
Mr. Tim Boyer


Secretary
Mrs. Tina Say


PTA President
Terri Hurbis


ASD Program Teachers
Mrs. Lizzy Whitlow
Mrs. Halley Danford
Mrs. Amy Devin


District Enrollment Message



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-HGRtosdynkagFHTXgeUWR4PpMKnbb7R/view?ts=63d00133









Kindergarteners in action…







Let’s take a look at the 
Kindergarten Curriculum







● Upper and lower case letter recognition
● Association of a sound to each letter
● Rhyming recognition
● Independent reading of simple texts
● Understanding of speech components - a letter, 


a word, a sentence
● Reading in unison
● Retelling familiar stories
● Reciting poetry and nursery rhymes


Literacy 
Learning







Literacy


• Whole group Read 
-Alouds


• Working with 
letters and sounds


• Learning & 
practicing sight 
words


• Shared reading







Reader’s
Workshop


• Independent 
reading at 
student’s level


• Guided reading 
in a small 
group with the 
teacher


• Partner share 
and discussion 
to check for 
understanding


Units: emergent storybooks, 
pattern books, informational 
texts, and reading strategies







Sample Text - Beginning of Kindergarten


 







Sample Text - Middle of Kindergarten
 







Sample Text - End of Kindergarten
 







Writer’s 
Workshop


• Students begin by 
planning their writing 
orally.


• They sketch pictures 
across  the pages of 
their book.


• They begin to add 
sentences that match 
their pictures.


• They stretch out 
words to help them 
hear and record 
sounds.


• They build stamina  to 
write for longer 
periods of time.


Units: personal narratives, informational 
writing, and opinion writing







Emergent Writers
            Beginning    Middle







Emerging Writers - End of Year
 







Kindergarten 
writing







Recognizing numerals 1- 20


Rote counting by 1’s and 10’s


Writing numerals 1 - 20
 


Math Skills







Adding and subtracting to 10


Composing and decomposing 
numbers to 20







Understanding attributes of 2D and 3D shapes


Composing and decomposing 2D Shapes







Science: Discovery and Inquiry


Topics:
• Humans and the Needs 


of organisms
• Dealing with Weather
• Living Things and 


Their Habitats
• Using Force to Change 


Motion







Handwriting Without Tears


Handwriting Without Tears is a 
multisensory approach to teaching 
handwriting. This method teaches 
children to build their letters using a 
variety of tactile activities.  Capital letters 
are taught first, followed by lowercase 
letters.







K-5 Autism Program
● Addams has three, K-5 classrooms for students with Autism


○ In order to receive services in one of the ASD programs, 
your child would need to have an Individualized 
Education Plan (IEP).


● Students are placed into one of  the ASD classrooms based on 
individual needs


● Students are then integrated into the general education 
classrooms based on individual needs
○ Students will go in with necessary supports (ie- visuals, 


sensory aids, etc) provided by the ASD classroom teacher
● Questions: Contact Jason Zewatsky


○ Phone: (248) 288-3100 ext 1269
○ Email: jason.zewatsky@royaloakschools.org


 







Addams Peer to Peer Program


Addams Peer to Peer Program is a peer-to-peer support system used 
for students with unique needs.  


●  Students who sign up will be paired with a peer to provide support during 
various times of the day.


● Students will engage in academic and non-academic activities to build 
relationships, focusing on social skills and independence. 


● ALL students benefit from Peer to Peer!







Learning Through Play







The Kindergarten Curriculum Includes:
Music, Physical Education, Art, Spanish and 


Technology







A Peek Inside Our Kindergarten 
Classrooms







A Peek Inside Our Kindergarten 
Classrooms







A Peek Inside Our Kindergarten 
Classrooms







A Peek Inside Our Kindergarten 
Classrooms







A Peek Inside Our DK Classroom







How will Addams ensure my child 
is safe and happy at school?







• All school doors are locked during the school 
day.  Entry is permitted through the front 
parent lobby doors.


• Safety check is completed daily for 
attendance.  This involves a personal phone 
call from the school when your child is absent.


• Addams Elementary has 24 hour surveillance 
cameras throughout the building.


• Fire, severe weather, and lockdown drills are 
routinely practiced throughout the year.


• Parent and teacher communication is ongoing.







What’s Important to Know About 
Addams Elementary? 


Our building promotes Positive Behavior Intervention 
Support







We have clearly defined behavioral 
expectations for all locations of the building!


Hallway


Entry & Exit


Cafeteria


Media Center


Office


Playground


Bathroom







Addams Eagles Nest







Communication with Parents


● Curriculum Night: September


● Parent/Teacher Conferences: November


● Report Cards: November, January, March, and June


● Newsletters


● Notes/Phone Calls/Emails


● Parent Volunteers/Room Parent







What can I do to ensure my child is ready 
for kindergarten?


• Practice rhymes and silly songs to encourage speaking, listening ,and phonemic 
awareness.  These are important early developing  literacy skills.


• Allow your child to write with a variety of tools everyday: crayons, pencils, pens, 
markers, chalk.  This will encourage fine motor development and build stamina  for 
writing.


• Practice having your child follow a complex 2 step direction, i.e. “Please get your 
socks from your bedroom and put them in the laundry basket.”


• Talk about the letters of the alphabet during your normal daily routines: letters in 
your name, letters on the cereal box, letters in restaurant names, letters in the stop 
sign, letters in the street sign, letters in the books you are reading.


• When you read with your child, stop frequently and see if they can tell you what is 
happening in the story.


• Encourage your child to practice dressing him/herself.  This builds confidence , 
independence and self-esteem.


• Plan play opportunities with similar aged peers to practice social skills







Developmental Kindergarten
What is it?


● Extra year of school-readiness designed to promote additional 
academic, physical, and social/emotional development


● For children who are of Kindergarten enrollment age  (5 by 
September 1 or sign a waiver for birth dates between 
September 1-December 1)


● Taught by a certified teacher with an Early Childhood 
endorsement


● The location will be determined at a later date based on space 
availability and need


● Registration begins January 27, 2022







Developmental Kindergarten
What does it look like?


● A full elementary day schedule, 8:25-3:30
● Same calendar as all elementary buildings
● Before and after school care is available
● Curriculum will include Math, Science, Social Studies, 


Language Arts, Art, Physical Education, and Art.


Check out royaloakschools.org for additional information.











ENTERING KINDERGARTEN 


Michigan Law (Public Health Code, Act 368, and Michigan 
School Code,  Act  291)  requires  a  vision  screening  for  
kindergarten entrance. 


Vision  screening  done  in  preschool  by  a  health  
department technician or doctor’s office fulfills this requirement. 


Oakland  County  Health  Division  offers  free  vision  
screening  for County residents.  Call (248) 424-7070 for an 
appointment.







2023-2024
Enrollment Information 



https://www.royaloakschools.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=703672





Assignment of resident students to elementary schools is by attendance area.  (Click on the hotlink for a downloadable 
map). 



https://cdn5-ss20.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_455101/File/Parents%20Guardians/Enrollment/royaloak_final_rev_100115_20151022_100205_1.pdf





Enrollment Timelines


•Royal Oak School District uses online enrollment.  All of 
the necessary information and instructions are listed on 


our Website
• All enrollments are being done virtually, including the submission of all 


documents.  Please see the “How to Enroll” portion of the Enrollment website 
for more information.  Enrollment for the 2023-2024 year has begun.


• Please keep in mind an Enrollment is NOT complete until you complete the 
process as defined on our website.


Gina Harwood - Enrollment Coordinator
800 DeVillen Ave.


Royal Oak, MI 48073
p: 248-435-8400 ext.1260 - f: 248-280-2591
email:  gina.harwood@royaloakschools.org



mailto:hellac@royaloakschools.org









2020-2021 Elementary Transfer Process


• The only way to guarantee placement in a 
specific building is through residence in that 
specific building’s assigned attendance 
area.


• Transfer requests may be submitted; 
however, they are only approved on a space 
available basis.   In any given year, there will  
be grade levels in some buildings without 
space available.







2019-20 Enrollment/Elementary Transfer


Transfer Processing Protocol


• Families who move within Royal Oak and leave one attendance area to 
move to another will have priority, if they have already started attending a 
school as a family.  However, even in these situations, the placement will 
only be made if space is available.


• Students who live in Royal Oak and have a sibling attending a 
non-attendance area school and request a transfer attend the same 
school will have priority, but such placements will not be automatic. Even 
in these situations, the placement will only be made if space is available.


• When space is available, absent other priority factors, the placement of 
students who are transferring within Royal Oak is given priority over 
placement of Schools of Choice students. 


• For priority consideration, transfer requests need to be received during 
the posted application window.







2019-2020 Elementary Transfer
• Transfer requests for the 2018-2019 school year may be submitted between 


Jan 22 –March 1, 2019.    The transfer request form will be available on the 
Enrollment page of the district website beginning January 22.
– Transfer request forms are date and time stamped;  the processing of requests 


will occur in the order received, based on established priorities.


– Submission of a request within the transfer application window does not 
guarantee transfer approval.


• The first consideration of transfers will occur in early March.  At that time 
only priority transfers will be considered.  Transfers requests will be reviewed 
every 2-3 weeks through the first week of the 2019-2020 school year.


• An approved transfer remains in effect & continues into the following school 
year(s), for  as long as a student is continuously enrolled.


• If a family wants to move from the school to which they previously 
transferred back to their “home” school (or another school) they need to 
request a transfer during the transfer request window; such requests will only 
be granted on a space available basis.  



https://goo.gl/E2CNkH





2020-2021 Kindergarten Eligibility Date


 A child who resides in the school district may enroll in 
kindergarten if the  child is at least 5 years of age on 


September 1 of the school year of enrollment. 


Section 6(4)(l)(iii) of the State School Aid Act (MCL 388.1606) provides that if a child 
does  not meet the minimum age requirement to be eligible to attend school for that 
school year  under Section 1147, but will be 5 years of age not later than December 1 of 
that school  year, the district may enroll the child for that school year if the parent or 
legal guardian  has notified the district in writing that he or she intends to enroll the 
child in kindergarten for that school year.






